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ADVERTISEMENT. 





THE author ot The Truth, makes no apology for his put 
lication, being confident that it requires none, he is sensible 
that to be in the fashion, he ought to fill at least three fourths 
of his first number, in telling the public who he is, and what 
he is, and where he came from, and tell them of twenty things 
which he will perform, which are as far above his powers of 
performance as the heavens are above the earth. However to 
be a little fashionable, the author will tell what he is not: in 
the first place he is not a descendant of King Arthur or Gov. 
Leete, neither was his mother a “ num,”’ neither docs he intend 
io succor any damsel in distress, unless she can bring lega! 
proof that her own indiscretion is not the cause of her mis- 
fortunes ; he does not belong to either of the political parties in 
the state, but is heartily ashamed of both ; the federalists fo: 
what they have done, and the tolerationists for what they have 
not done ; he will not call himself we, but always say I, tha 
being a much more responsible pronoun than the former. 
But toclose and express the whole in few words, he wil! not 
tell any thing but the Truth. 
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THE TRUTH. 
cai 


MEDITATIONS ON LIFE AND DEATH. 


“¢ Let’s talk of Graves and worms and Epitaphs 
Make dust our paper and with briny tears 
Write Sorrow on the Bosom of the earth.” 


THE shortness and uncertainty of life is in many mouths and few hearis 
‘thought I, as | was ruminating on the numerous untimely deaths which have 
happened around us within a short time by casualty and sickness, yet still 
every one appears to be preparing to live and none todie. And those who 
seem to possess most sagacity in other matters seem to possess least in 
these. Scarce any man is so improvident as to make no preperation fora 
journy which he knows is unavoidable. A suitable covering against the rigor 
of an unknown climate, a map or plan of the road; and above all a proper 
umount of coin current in that country, to supply his needs and wants, and 
setters of recommendation and credit without which no man expects to be 
received with honor and distinction. But in this case men appear to feel se- 
cure beyond comparison, every onc seems to think that he is exempt from 
the general doom; the youth of twenty, looks to fourscore years at least, and 
sees no break no stop to shorten life, or cut off his days till then, and such 2 
length of time in anticipation, looks to youthful eyes, like a store of years 
which would never be exhausted. The man of middle age sees a family 
around, looking to him for support, and his mind is charged with various spec- 
ulations, and he thinks the time to come enough to make preparation in, to 
meet an event which may not happen for many years, when old age 
and sickness comes on, then he will attend to it. ‘The aged appear to fall 
:ato a species of mental lethargy, and not to be sensible that death is nearer 
than when they were young. Reflecting on this state of things, and feeling 
little disposition to sleep, | walked out to meditate, it was midnight and all 
was still, not a breath disturbed the deep and solemn silence, the moon shove 
.n Cloudless beauty. 

“¢ The woods their hues 
Changetul and biiliiant, as their leaves had drank ‘ 
The suns, Empyreal fountains, not more bright 
The groves of those Atlantic Isles where rove 
The Spirits of the Brave.” 
‘Thro’ Bowcrs that the blue air 
Arch’d with immortal spring of fragrant eold 
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i extended my walk to the place where “ the dust of many an age in silencg 
sleeps ;” I sat down on a tomb-stone, and thought of the days of other years, 
and of the ravages which death and time have made amongst the family of 
mankind. A few days since and these were full of activity, life and cal- 
culation, as we now are, statesmen and warriors who helped to achieve our 
independence, divines, philosophers and lawyers, men of note and fame, and 
beggars repose together in undisturbed silence. And cannot beauty rescue 
from this untimely fate its fair possessors? Cannot those at whom admiring 
crouds have gazed and wondered, escape this damming eentence? no; vain is 
beauty and strength and riches, to contend against this relentless tyrant. 
‘The worms feeds as voraciously on the cheek where the lily and the rose were 
combined in richest luxuriance, as on the coarsest fare. 


“¢ How lov’d how valu’d once avail’d thee not, 
To whom related or by whom begot ; 

A heap of dust alone remains of thee, 

Tis all thou art and all the proud shall be.*? 


But is it not some consolation that splendid monuments will save our memory 
from the decay to which our bodies are liable, and render an imperishable 
tribute of praise, to departed worth and virtue? I looked to see if this 
was true, but I found that virtue, if Poor, was worthy of no tomb-stone, whilst 
vice, if rich, was honoured by a marble monument, on which is inscribed good 
deeds which were never performed, and Christian virtues of which the marble 
is the only record. But in a few days all will be alike ; and the tomb-stone will 
moulder and decay, with the dust it was raised to commemorate. 

The history and biography of manis short. ‘Three sentences will comprise 
the whole! “‘ He was born, he lived, and he died””—is the beginning, progress, 
and end of the greatest and the least, the richest and the poorest : and must 
Ishare this common doom? Yes, there is no exemption, the hand that pens 
this shall shortly be still in the grave, and the eyes that now look abroad on 
passing events, will soon be closed in eternal darkness—and it is of little im- 
portance how soon, for earth has few remaining pleasures for me ; the compan- 
ions of my youthful days are long since gone ; those days the remembrance of 
which, fills my mind with a melancholy pleasure; it was then I had 
friends, who shared my joys, and participated my griefs, and I could truly say 
“the golden hours flew o’er me on angels wings,’ and my path of life was 
interspersed with flowers; but time has stripped them of their foliage, and 
disappointment, supplied their place with thorns. 








‘© Which of our thrum capp’d ancestors found fault 
For want of sugar tongs or spoons for salt.” 

SHOULD the ancestors of some of our present nobility (for wealth con- 
stitutes nobility on this side the Atlantic, no matter how this patent is pro- 
cured) rise from their graves, they would find themselves entirely unacquain- 
ted with the nse of most of the luxuries, which their descendants deem indis- 
pensable. Splendid houses, costly furniture, and extravagant dresses, furnish 
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‘hear owners with ample opportunity to rail at the hardness of the times, and 
the oppression of banks. Iam aware that essaysupon extravagance have 
seen so numerous of late, that the hackneyed theme will admit of nothing new ; 
yet it is incumbent on every one to tender his mite and “be instant in seae 
son and out of season,” toimpress the necessity of guarding against this evil and 
those inits train. ‘This is the box of Pandora, from which are now issuing and 
from which wil! continue to issue, the greatest temporal evils we can suffer, with 
our present habits and present means of supporting them, general bankruptcy 
stares usin the iace, yet such are the Cyrcean allurements of fashion, that nothe 
ing but the most bitter experience can dissuade us from following it to destruc- 
tion. We daily see that there is no natural impossibility in a reformation, as 
those who have heedlessly dashed along, when they bring up at the goal of ac- 
knowledged iasolvency, relinguish their accustomed luxuries without a mur- 
mur, and after their ruin is consummated, cheerfully follow the path which 
would have prevented it. 

Beholding, with envious eyes the favorite children of fortune rolling in un- 
controlled enjoyment, on the golden wheels of prosperity, they Phzton like for 
a moment, aped their extravagance, without possessing the means to perpetu- 
ate theircareer. ‘Their vain efforts excite the contemptuous smiles of those 
whose example deluded them. A fashion to be general, must com- 
mence with those who need it least, as those waters which are to flow far and 
wide must emanate from an elevated source. “fhe present time loudly calls 
on those who under other circumstances, might freely indulge in extrava- 
gance, to be examples of economy and thus become public benefactors. 
The power of woman is proverbial, their exertions will effect more than any 
other: let us hope then, that the conjygal love of wives and the filial affection 
of daughters, will prompt them to sacrifice selfish gratification for the relief o¢ 
husbands and fathers unjustly indulgent. To see them contented under un- 
accustomed deprivations and to hear them say ‘* We shall be so snug,” would 
reconcile any man to the change. Associations of ladies have been formed in 
other places to discourage extravagance ; and commencing at the proper point, 
such an association would flourish here and illumine with its beams the care 
clouded brow of many a distressed husband and despairing lover. Let not 
zenerosity fear that while shunning Scylla, we shall be wrecked upon Charybis. 
The good sense of this community would, with unerring precision point out the 
proper course, avoiding on the one hand, prodigal extravagance, and on the 
ether, sordid parsimony. 


EEE 


IN writing the following, I had, to be sure, in my mind’s eye, a ceriain lady , 
yet, as our general object would not be furthered by an individual application, 
a blank is left; so that, any unmarried lady can, if she please, fill the blank 
with ber own name :— 

To Miss 
LET thy bright suns be depriv’d of their light, 
{easing to shine, cive to beauty a night, 
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Revolving, no more the heaven to brighten : 

Ser the lustre be lost from thy mind, 

Whose rays convince us, their source is refin’d ; 
But may neither cease thy friends to enlighten, 
Till call’d from earth to mansions above, 
iamenting, we see the ido) we love 

Evading our grasp, emerging from prison. 

Selfish as earth, we regret to resign 

Friends when they’re call’d, tho’ the call is divine, 


4gd we know they ’ve to glory aris’n. 


FOR THE TRUTH. 
“ The Round Tuble, No. 1. 


Mold the mirror up to nature 

lo shew vice its ownimage; Virtue its own likeness, 
And the very age and body of the times, 

iis form and pressure.—Shakespeare. 


BY GEORGE BICKERSTAFFE, AND OTHERS.” 


1 HAVE perused a work bearing the above title, in haste, and am there- 
fore not prepared to enter into a particular explanation of its merit; but as 
it is very doubtful whether I shall again read it, and presuming that the 
author expects something from his archetypes on the subject, I have concln- 
ded to devote to ita “passing paragraph.’ The first thing that naturally 
strikes the eye in looking at a book, is its cover. This book has a very 
handsome cover of paper, of a cast something resembling the countenance of 
2 person troubled with the yellow jaundice. Europeans must pronounce this 
book, a beautiful specimen of Amevican typography. Having thus disposed 
of the most prominent and palpable part of the work, we must now, in a few 
words, make known the intention in publishing it. Their professed object is, 
to amuse themselves and the “ goodly inhabitants of the delectable city of 
Hartford ;” and if the latter object is accomplished, I have only to remark, 
that the said “ goodly inhabitants” are pretty easily amused: Not but that 
there are some good ideas in this work, for a few have been borrowed from the 
first mumber of the Roasters which was published in the [!crald some 
time ago. Associated with Mr. Bickerstaffe are six others; and they 
declare themselves to be ‘seven illustrious descendants of the thrice 
illustrious Knights of the Round Table.” They arrived from England forty- 
three years ago; and strange asit may appear, in this lapse of time, death has 
made no inroads upon their numbers; (although a cavern is their abode) a 
proof of the healthiness of the “delectable city of Hartford.” “ After the 
most mature consideration,” they published ‘‘ The Bound Table.” Our lim- 
its will only permit us to make the following extract, which we consider a 
‘*sample of the article.” 

“ Not Sir George Bickerstaffe, I trust, nor even Geoffrey Landsrave, the 
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scribe, tacit as they say he is, would court a lady without telling her of it ; and 
J trow they would not tell her of it, till they had determined to; and J think 
could not detetermine to, till they knew her will, (for George and Geoffrey are 
sensible men,) and how can they know her will, unless they are attentive to 
her, unless they see her; and how can they see her unless they visit her.” 

If thatis not a rhetorical sentence, it should at least have the credit of being 
a long one, and conclusively proves that tenants of caverns are long-winded, 
for other men would have got out of breath writing such an one. 








*¢ Condemn me ye Gods, to a news-paper roasting ; 
But spare me! oh! spare me a tea-table toasting.” 


THE other day, I received a polite billet from Miss Twist, inviting me to 
call and take tea with her the following evening, as she was going to have a 
jam. Being at leisure, and having an inclination to sce a little of fashionable. 
life, I accordingly went. The party consisted of a large number of ladies 
and gentlemen. As I entered, Miss Twist politely introduced me to those 
with whom J was not already acquainted. It was not long before tea was 
served round the room in the usual style; and although I found it rather an 
inconvenient fashion, I nevertheless got along with it better than the young 
lady who sat next to me; for she had the misfortune to scald herself, by 
upsetting her tea-cup intoher lap. Diex DAnpy met witha similar disaster, 
and spoiled a pair of new silk pantaloons with his bread and butter. 

After tea, the conversation was for a time quite general, and upon varjous 
topics. The ladies, who were constantly faaning themselves, bestowed the 
most of their remarks upon the weather, and declared with great emphasis 
that they never knew it so warm in their lives. They verily believed it was 
the effect of the ** Roasting Club,” and of the comet, and observed that the 
latter was undoubtedly the forerunner of a war. This idea was rejected by 
some of the gentlemen, but warmly supported by others, who anticipated that 
it must be with Spain, as she had not yet ratified the Treaty entered into by 
Don Onis. Novels very naturally now became the topic of discourse, in 
which the ladies bore a conspicuous part. Several were named by them as 
being ‘vastly pretty,” and “ delightfully entertaining,” but the only ones I 
recollect were the ‘Wild Irish Girl,’ the ‘Sorrows of Werter,’ and ‘Marriage.* 

An unfashionable gentleman present, had the impoliteness to say, that he 
thonght there were other books which might be read to a much better 
advantage: But he soon repented this remark, for in an instant the whole 
phalanx of females were marshalled in battle array against him. They told 
him that there was no way in which they could employ their leisure time more 
innocently than in reading these works of imagination, and added that no. 
fashionable lady would ever think of troubling herself about such old musty 
books as geography, history or belleslettres. It was well enough, they 
said, to attend a quarter or so at Mrs. Pierces’? school and study a little 
crammar and logic, because it was fashionable; but they did not believe half 
of those who went through these studics, knew any more about them a week 
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gentleman fecling a little embarrassed, on this occasicn, to find he had enraged 


them all against him, began to apologize, by saying, that be Lad no idea of 
giving offence; but that he had always considered such books productive 
of evil consequences; as they were caiculated to give erroneous views of 
human life ; and whilst they lifted us in imagination to the highest pinacle of 
earthly happiness ; in the event it was but to precipitate us still deeper into 
the gulf of human misery. He thought them particularly pernicious for young 
minds, as they were usually made up of “love stories about murder,” crim. 
cons. and elopements, and all those delicate tales, which are dignified with the 
appellation of sentimental amours ; but he admitted that they might not be so 
bad for splenetic old maids. At the mention of old maids, the patience of the 
Jadies became completely exhausted ; and I beheld several of them take a 
sideway peep into the glass, to see if they could discover that time had made 
any inroads upon their beauty ; whilst they assured the gentlemen that he had 
made a random shot, if he had aimed his arrow at any person present. In 
vain did he attempt a second apology ; for noboby would listento him. It 
was, however, mutually agreed that the subject should be dropped where 
it was. 

The party now became divided up into several little circles, and I happened 
to be left in one corner of the room with Miss Flirt: She directly began a 
conversation with me in rather a low tone of voice, (although she said she 
knew it was improper to whisper) by saying that * Wiss Prim,” (who was up 
to her ears in rufiles,) ** was greatly offended at the mention of old maids : 
that some years ago, she was all ihe rage, among the beaux, and had received 
several good offers of marriage, but rejected them, out of vanity : and from 
an opinion entertained by herself and friends, that she could obtain a person of 
more property, though he should possess less intrinsic merit than her present 
gallants. The first gentleman that paid his addresses to her, was encouraged 
in his visit by every art, unti! she was sure of the conquest. He was then 
dismissed for the purpose of coqueting with another ; who in his turn was 
succeeded by a third. Thus she procecded, until her conduct became so 
notorious, that she was for some time dropped by both gentlemen and ladies. 
Of late, however, she has again come forward into our circles; and is now 
endeavouring to get off the o/d maid list, by every means in her power: and 
as strange as you may think it, Mr. Ironside, she has several times tricd to 
regain some of her old beaux ; and, the other day, verily declared to me that 
she would marry the first man who should offer, rather than to bear the 
appellation of old maid.” Just as these remarks were finished, a noise from 
the other end of the room, drew our attention that way ; and although it was 
rather a serious accident, that occurred toone of the gentlemen, yctit was of 
so ridiculous and so laughable a nature, that it was impossible for me to 
control my risible muscles on that occasion. It appeared that a person 
(whose name it would be invidious to mention,) had leaned his chair so far 
back, that he lost his balance, and fell prostrate on the floor, fo the great 
injury of that part of his body which should have contained his brains; and 
as he was laced very tight, with one of those modern strait jackets usually 
denominated ** Russian girdles,”? it was impossible for him to rise without 
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assistance. Whatadded very much to his mortification was, that the sudden 
fall had started from its moorings, a steel busk which now projected 
from his bosom, and reached up to his chin. In this unpleasant ‘situation, 
he was assisted to regain his seat; but for the remainder of the evening 
was scarcely heard to speak a single word ; except now and then a faint, 
half articulated “ d—n the luck !” 

I have siuce been informed, that this accident was the means of breaking 
up amatch, contemplated between him and a young lady, who was present 
when it happened. This affair, turned our conversation upon the fashions of 
the present day ; and Miss Flirt still entertaining me with her loquacity, now 
wondered how I could be so unfashionable as not to wear short pantaloons ; 
and not to have my cravat tied alamode, behind my neck, with the ends 
gracefully projecting over the collar of my coat? JI replied, that as to the 
former, it was a fashion taken from the ladies, and that I had no objection to 
theircarryingit as far as they pleased; butI thought it ought to be confined 
to the effeminate part of community. And as to the latter, my eyes being on 
the front side of my head, J could see better to tie my cravat the old fashioned 
way: besides, as my neck had never been broken, I had no occasion for 
a bandage to obstruct the free use of my lungs. 

She then enquired how I liked a particular kind of shawl; but before I could 
answer, wished my opinion of Leghorn bonnets; observing at the same time, 
that she had been purchasing one that day, which she considered very cheap, 
as it was of the very first quality, and cost only 30 dollars. Her father, she 
said, considered it rather extravagant for these hard times, but then he never 
wanted any thing in the fashion. From this she went on with a Jong story 
about Miss Belle’s new gown, which had been purchased, to appear at the 
Commencement Ball; and which according to her account, cost nearly a 
hundred dollars, including the spangles and other trimmings annexed to it. 

Is it possible, that one hundred dollars can be expended on a single dress ; 
(bitterly thought I, although I had the prudence to keep my thoughts to 
inyself) and that too, when the hardness of the times is ** as common in the 
peoples mouths as household words.” 

She also told me, that a certain young lady had hired of a goldsmith, an 
elegant gold watch, to wear at the ball; but charged me to keep it a profound 
tecret: yet before I left the house, I heard her tell the same story to eight or 
ten others under the same injunction of secrecy. 

During the period I was entertained by Miss Flirt, I occasionally heatd 
a part of the conversation which was carricd on by several youpg ladies who 
sat near us; andI was not a little diverted with a dialogue that ensued be- 
tweenthem. One, in solow a voice that she did not expect to be overheard, 
asked the others which they preferred for busks, whale-bone or steel. It was 
argued on one side, that steel was the most elastic and the most fashionable ; 
and on the other, that whalebone was not so injutious to the constitution, nor 
soheavy. Wooden ones, they all agreed, were now used only by kitchen 
maids and ladies of colour. Miss Prim remarked, that she lately saw some 
elegant ones of highly polished steel, at a bookstore, and sent her servant, 
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privately, to obtaia one; bul the sentence was iinished in so low a tone of 
voice, that I could hear no more. They now digressed into the 
subject of false curls, which one of them observed, was, once more, becom- 
ing all the fon, as she had lately seen them worn by several of the most fash- 
ionable ladies in the place: and as she had some beautiful hair presented her 
by afriend, she intended to make it up into Frizetts, and get Mr. Barth to 
bake them a little to keep the hair from straightening. 

In the midst of this dialogue, one of the ladies was taken ill, She started 
to leave the room: I saw that she was about to fall before she reached the 
door, sprang to her assistance, and caught her in my arms just in time to save 
her. One of the ladies who came up at the same moment, endeavoured to 
Joosen her corset strings, so that she might be able to breathe; but it was to 
no purpose. Having a sharp knife in my pocket, I offered it to be appiied 
for this purpose. Through delicacy, it was at first rejected. But necessity 
soon compelled them to make use of it. The effect was like liberating 2° 
half exhausted rat from the esperiment of an air-pump. She immediately 
breathed again and recovered; Dick Dandy, who is always the ladies’ 
humble servant, conducted her home. 

it was now growing late, and the party broke up; but they stopped so 
long at the gate, for the ladies to cast up their old accounts of old visits, and 
repeat and renew invitations for the future, that | verily thought there 
was no occasion for the latter, as I feared they would never seperate. 
Whether my apprehensions were realized | know not, for my patience being 
exhausted, I bade them good-night, and returned to my lodgings, with a full 
determination to present these adventures to the public: and, although, they 


may appear something novel, the reader may rest assured that they are 
fraught with as much truth as “ Kendal’s Travel¢,” or ‘ Riley’s Narra- 


tive.”? 











To Mr. Lronside. 

Sir—TLiere is a subject that appears to be wiliun your particu- 
lar province, I wish to beg leave to submit for your consideration and opinion. 
it is whether or no there bea right, or legal power vested in any individua! 
or body corporate, to remove the boundaries of the Green, or lay it open to 
the highway. I am induced to make this enquiry, because the limits o! 
this beautiful enclosure have lately been altered, by some person or persons, 
who, probably, did not consider that it was an infringement upon the rights 
of the community. Efad they consulted the civil authority, it is presumed 
that they would never have consented to such an aiteration to accommodate 
any particular man or number of men, at the expence of infringing upon the 
City Charter. For in this light itis viewed by me. But as I may be in an 
error, I shalllay before you the grounds I have taken for my opinion, 
presuming you will instruct me if in the wrong. 

In the 22d section of our city charter, the Legislature have expressly de- 
clared that, ** part of the Green, lying on the southeasterly side of the public 
buildings, shall forever be and remain a Common, or public Walk, and 
never be liable to be laid out in highways, or appropriated foany other pur- 
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poze.’ Now f inier, that, uvless this particular part of the charter Las 
since been repealed, the degal power to alter this enclosure, rests with the 
Legislature alone ; and is not vested in any individual; nor even with our 
potent City Council. 

In your reply, I wish you to be explicit, asI conceive, that public, as 
well as other rights, however unimportant, ought not to be trampled upon 
with impunity, even under the colour of authority. Because, when the pre- 
cedent is once set, none can tel] where it willend. And in this way, the 
handsomest public enclosure in the union, may be cut up, or disposed of at 
the pleasure of men, who are of too much consequence to regard any thing 
but their own interest. 

1 am gentlemen, aad so long as you do your duty, shall remain your friend, 

CITIZENS ADVOCATE. 
— ee 
To the * Citizen’s Advocate.’ 

Sin—In reply to your communication respecting the green, I would 
observe; that [ have thoroughly examined into the subject, and now submit 
to you the result of my researches, together with my opinion upon the same. 

From authentic records it appears, that from the first settlements of this 
place, the green was public property, and, of course, came under the control 
of the Legislature. When they granted a charter to the city of New-Haven, 
they authorized the city to exchange that part of the public land lying on the 
north-west side of the public buildings ; but to prevent encroachments from 
being made on the other enclosure, they inserted the clause which you have 
quoted from the 22nd Section of the city Charter. This clause is still in force * 
Therefore, it is as clear as a self-evident proposition can be, that the legal 
power to alter this enclosure in any respect, rests not with any individual, or tor- 
poration, short of the Legislature ; and ue person, not even the city council, have 
any more right to change its limits, than they have to remove the landmarks 
of property which has been secured to you and your heirs forever, by deed. 

The act then of which youcomplain, unless it originated in the Legislature, 
or was sanctioned by them, is an usurpation of power in the person, or persons, 
who removed the boundaries of the green. It has already been complained 
of by many, as an infringement upon the rights of every citizen. The evil is 
in itself of but little consequence ; but established precedents are often 
dangerous. And an individual, or body corporate, that has once over-leaped 
the bounds of law and richt in a small thing may again be disposed to do the 
same in matters of greater importance : if then, such acts be acquiesced in by 
ihe people, and tacitly tolerated, they may find too late, that they have been 
robbed of half their privileges, and deprived of half their rights-We would 
pdvise them, therefore, to look well to themselves, for innovations are danger- 


ous. 





WHEN I was young, an old uncle of mine, who was full of speculation, 
-ontrived a plan for the new modelling of our punishments, in order to render 
m more adequate to the numberof crimes. For, said he, we cannot 
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read a page down in the newspaper, without finding two or three cascs o 
murder, rape, or robbery ; and as many of hanging, imprisonment, &e. As 
there appears no dimunition of crimes in consequence of such punishments, 
there must be something radically wrong; and the old man said, if any body 
could devise any plan to reduce the number of crimes, and increase the va- 
riety of punishments, he would deserve well of his country, When he had 
made this remark, I left him, concluding I would attend to it at some future 
day. 

A few days since, hearing of a man’s being hung, brought the old gentle- 
man’s observations to my mind, and reflecting on it, it occurred to me 
that the fault of our laws might possibly consist in the punishment we 
jntlict, not being proportioped to the crime, or otherwise rogues have 
devised more crimes than honest men, or legislators, (who are honest 
men ipso factv) could, punishments for them—To enumerate all the 
crimes for which the law ordains punishment, would make something of a 
velume, while all the punishments may be called over in six words, viz. 
death, imprisonment, whipping, pillury, fines and branding. So we see 
there are six punishments apportioned to six hundred or more crimes ; but to 
save trouble, I would recommend the reader to Colquohoun’s Police of Lon- 
don and Marine police, ** where he will find the genera and species of rogues 
classified in a truly Linnean style, and oftea with Linnean names.”? Sup- 
posing this therefore to be the case, Ihave ventured to suggest a plan to 
commute all punishments, and substitute operations in Pharmacy and Sur- 
gery. The frequency of capital punishments, is certainly disgraceful in @ 
country, which boasts of its humanity as ours does; and my idea is, that in- 
stead of hanging so many felons, they be delivered over to young Physicians, 
and my word forit, they will better know what is meant by the * pains and 
penalties of the law,” than they ever did before. This plan has another re- 
commendation, viz. economy. For at present, the punishment of criminals 
is a great expence to the state in paying jailers, sheriffs, &c. for executing 
the sentences of the courts ; but in this improved plan, I have no doubt but 
what young Doctors would give something for the privilege of operating, 
which is no trifling consideration in these hard times. ‘It is almost needless 
to mention that the science of surgery is very much obstructed for want of 
opportunities for operations and experiments, before the student begins to 
practice on his patients,” and itis a very awkward situation for a young 
doctor to be placed in, to be obliged to address his patient as follows: “ Sir, 
I have come to cut off your leg, but as this is the first time I ever performed 
the operation, you must excuse me if I do not go through as I could wish.” 
‘his would not only be very awkward for the surgeon, but very unsafe for 
the patient ; whereas, it is very obvious that by the above mentioned scheme, 
a whole college might be supplied with experimental instruction, and ¢o 
trough a whole series of operations during ove session of the Superior Court, 
greatly to their edification and improvement, and the furtherance of the law, 
and that without the necessity of robbing the neighbouring grave-yards. 

Another and very great advantage is, that the operations of surgery being 
‘ory numerous, would furnish that varicty of punishment which is so very 
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much wanted, in order to proportion punishment to crimes, and the antipa- 
thy which people generally have to surgical operations, would operate as 
another very powertul argument in its favor. ‘The sight of a Scalpel and 
Tornaquet would create more terror than a cat o’nine tails. For slight of- 
fences, it might do to order the offender to be put under the care of some 
young apothecary, or apothecary’s boy a short time. Crimes of the next 
degree of atrocity, might be punished by sentencing the criminal to have his 
shoulder set hy Doct. .....—and so ascend through every degree of fractures 
simple and compound to a trepan. 

I can almost realize the idea that I see our Right Worshipful Chief Justice 
adjusting his spectacles, and pronouncing the sentence of the law in the fol- 
iowing manner: * YouJoe Dark, have been convicted of the crime of burg- 
lary, and it only remains for me to pronounce the sentence of the law, which 
is that you be taken from hence to the Medica} College, and cut for a Fistu- 
ia.” ‘You Joe Vagrant, having been found guilty of theft, the sentence of 
the Court is, that you be taken to M—’s and have three of your grinders ex- 
tracted after his most approved plan.” You James Pukewell, have been 
found guilty of petty larceny, the sentence of the Court is, that you take a 
portion of Dr. -—’s Patent Vegetable Antispasmodic.” 

Thus you would change the face of things directly, and instead of groaning 
under the lash of the coysiable, yon would hear them groaning from the ope- 
rations of Pill and Bolus. The Newgate Journals would be changed to re- 
ports of a Medical Society ; which would facilitate the plan for a national 
pharmacopeia admirably. Should any prisoner prove refractory, his keeper 
could easily procure such advice from a neighbouring surgeon as would pre- 
vent his running away. Upon highwaymen, duellists, &c. various kinds of 
caustics might be tried, and experiments might be made with gun shot wounds 
which would serve the double cause of science and justice extremely well. 
Some very atrocious crimes might be punished by tapping; and others by re- 
ducing a rupture. Female crimes might be punished by experiments on the 
nervous system, and operations on the tongue, and others equally appropri- 
ate. ‘Trifling offences might be cancelled by bleeding, or some chemical 
apothecary might try the effect of some new invented pill. 

I imagine I shall live to read such an advertisement as the following : “ Last 
week three men were brought before squire —— for drunkenness and riotous 
conduct at a public house near the head of Long-wharf, but on their making a 
handsome acknowledgment, his worship was pleased to order that each of 
them should take a box of Dr. —’s Anti-Billious Pills, and be discharged.” 

In suggesting this plan to the public, and to the next Legislature, 1 hum- 
bly presume, that various persons would be gratified. Men of science would 
be pleased with such an extensive range of experimental practice—and f also 
trust, there is enough in the scheme to satisfy those who think our laws are 
too lenient. Executioners and jailors are sometimes bribed; and there are 
various ways of softening punishments ordered by law; but the gentlemen to 
be employed on my plan, are never swayed by soft emotions of pity, and 
would have too much interest in its success to be prevailed upon to lay aside 
‘ko lancet or knife, till law and justice were fully satisfied. Besides, should 
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sreater severity be conicnded for in some cases, we have bungling surgeons 
and physicians enough, whose prescriptions would amount to the full rigour of 
the law; or some of our advertising doctors might be employed, and then 
none could say that the punishment was net adequate toanycrime. Having 
hinted thus much, I leave it to your consideration readers. I trust you wilt 
weigh the subject impartially, and determine whether itis not entitled to rank 
with some late improvements in our moral and political world. 

P. S. J think no physician can object to being nominally what he is really, 


namely, 2 public executioner. 








IN Jookmg over a late Mirror, IT saw aa advertisement of a little work 
called the “ Round Tabic,” purporting to be the joint production of a few 
descendants of the thrice valiant and renowned King Arthur and his worthy 
associates, who in the days of yore, made such a disturbance, by righting 
wrongs, killing Giants, Dragons, Dwarfs and Necromancers, (who in those 
days were as plenty as dung-hill fowls:) and performing sundry other notable 
seats, of which honorable mention is made in the records of those days 
These descendants seem to have degenerated most sadly ; for their fathers 
wore swords, and understood the use of them; but these fellows have nothing 
to defend themselves with but goose quills, and they do not appear to under 
stand the use even of them. Their fathers inhabited palaces; but these fel- 
lows have sneakéd away into a cave, which to say the least, has not a very 
chivalrous appearance. : 

I might go still farther in comparisons, but time would fail; besides | 
wish to take some notice of a counter production, called the ‘** Square Ta- 
ble,” by alady Abbess and her Nuns. This, like the former, is a light piece, 
chiefly introduction. To talk of its merit, would be foreign to truth, for it 

+asnone. Both the Round and Square Tables, in their introduction, have 
copied most servilely ; but I will not blame them, for where a work must be 
published, and the publisher or author lacks genius, he has no resource, but 
to the genius of others. 

One thing more is due to frutk, and we will close our remarks; and thatis, 
to unveil the persons who have thus confidently placed themselves before the 
public to instruct and amuse. The Round Tabk, if lam correctly inform- 
ed, is the production of Mr. Wm. L. Stone: and I must say, I do not think 
it will add much to his reputation as a writer, though the puff in the Mirro: 
may add some to his well known reputation for modesty. The Square Table, 
instead of being conducted by an Abbess, is conducted by a lady, who ts 
lately married to a respectable merchant in Hartford, and is the head ofa 
family instead of a nunnery, a much more eligible situation] think. But, to 
make a long story short, I willsay as] said beforc, that both the publication: 
are light, but well enough calculated for the meridian of Hartford. Should 
they venture to appear again, however, which I think there is little danger of, 
some extracts will be given, with remarks: till then, | must bid them speec. 
] would caution damsels not to trust themselves abroad, unprotected, on the 
faith of these Kuights, till they have given better proofs of their valor and skill 


han they haye vet done. 
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6 FROM THE ROASTERS. 


‘gi “ Throw a fools cap among the crowd, and every queer fellow insists upon put- 
: ting it upon his own head ; or chalk an outlandish figure, every outlandish 
Bs genius 1s eager to write his own name under it.” 


K ’TIS very strange that people always think 

d The coat we cut for others meant for them, 

4 Save now and then some knowing one will wink 
And nod at neighbour such an one, and hem! 


So ready thus are persons to admit, 
7 Though indirectly, what they most deserve, 
a And so a random shot will always hit 

Some, whom, perhaps, we never should observe. 


Thus “Iqnoramvs” our enlightened "squire 
Was deem’d by some a member of the quorum ; 

Because—as hatters say—some persons there 
Instead of beaver, bore the stamp of rorum. 


Others declar’d they knew our Roasting spit 
Like other spits—was made to turn quite round ; 
S And those who could not read or draw a writ, 
Were burnt a little wheresoever found. 


Then some would make a wizard application 
To Justice A. because twas said he swore ; 
A Next B. and C. receiv’d their condemnation 

q For taking a “* wee drap,”’ with fifty more. 


4 And now they bounce upon some luckless wight, 
zp Who though in office thinks it rather hard 

3 That he who has so long enjoy’d the right, 

ey Should be no more allow’d to deal a card. 


9 Then wilt they turn to some remember’d day 
When our chief magistrate proclaim’d a fast, 
And wicked men forgot the church, to play, 
But had to pay the fiddler well at last. 


Yet we who ‘* shoot at folly as il flies,’ 

‘an Or sometimes hold a mirror up to view, 

4 Are not to blame for every rook that dies ; 

Nor though the glass reilect your friend or you. 


Still we are sure that those who want good sense 

4 Will grin and cry like Sawney * unco het !” 

4 And when we roast their vices, take offence, 
And show us by their folly they are hit. 


, Thus, if we say that Madam wears the breeches, BS 
3 Fach husband starts and says, “* they mean my wile; ’ 
‘‘ These Roasters deal with devils or with witches” 

‘‘ Else they had never known it, on my life!” 


7 Then, were we all these quarrels to make known 
Which christen wedlock here on earth a Heaven, 
That every day occur with “John and Joan,” 
By some, we ne’er should think to be forgiven. 


Or should we sketch from fancy some old miser, 
Wrap him ia superstition’s garb of black, 

Like satan’s deacon, or his sage adviser; 

How many would it put upon the rack 
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And should we add, Old Close Fist was, by tradc, 
A lawyer, tinker, or a merchant—then, 

How many yankee guesses would be made, 
Until were nam’d at least an hundred men. 


Just so, were we tocall Miss Flirt a beauty, 
But say she lack’d a little in the garret ; 

All thinking themselves handsome, would in duty, 
As the cap fit in part—feel bound to wear it. 


en should we “decently” roast some coquette, 
The vanity of females is so great, 

That we a Leghorn bonnet fain would bet, 
Fach silly girl cries * me!’ throughout the state 


But oh! what female hosts would rise in arms 
Were we to speak of whelebone or of sleet ; 

And tell how half bak’d curls improv’d the charms, 
And render’d half bald ladies most gentec!. 


Yet do not fear, most worthy friends and neighbours, 
For, though we always keep a roaring fire, 
You still unhurt may play your pipes and tabours ; 


3ut those who merit it must dunce our wire. 
FANCIFUL WHIM, 











EPITAPH—By Dr. Anervianer. 


Ifere continueth to rot 
The Body of Francis Chartres, 
Who, with Inflezible Constancy, 
Aud inimitable Uniformity of Life, 
Pcrsisted, 
In spite of Age and Infirmities, 
In the Practice of every human Vice ; 
Excepting Prodigality and Hypocrisy ; 
His insatiable Avarice exempted him from the first, 
Ilis matchless Impudence trom the second. 
Nor was he more singular 
In the undeviating Pravily of bis Manners, 
Than successful 
In accumulating Wealtii ; 
lor without Trade or Profession, 
Without Trust of Public Money, 
And without Bribeworthy Service, 
fle acquired, or more properly created, 
A Ministerial Estate. 
He was the only Person of his Time, 
Who could cheat without the Mask of Honesty. 
He retain’d his primeval Meanness 
When possessed of Ten Thousand a Year; 
And baving daily deserved the Gibbet for what he did, 
Was at last condemned to it for what he cou/d not do. 
Ob, Indignant Reader ! 
Think not his Life useless to Mankind! 
PROVIDENCE permitted his execrable Designs, 
To give to after Ages 
A conspicuous Proof and Example, 
Of how small Estimation is exorbitant Wealih 
In the Sight of Gop, 
By his bestowing iton the most Unworthy of all Mortals 











